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September 16, 2009 Issue 116
Dear friends –    
Peace and all good!
While serving in Philadelphia, Pa., I was 
invited to participate in a “Red Mass,” so 
named because of the color of vestments 
worn and because red is traditionally the 
color associated with the Holy Spirit. For 
hundreds of years, people involved in civil 
law and leaders of churches would gather 
in the local cathedral around the months 
of September or October and pray for 
wisdom and guidance in the decisions 
they would make affecting the lives of others. Once again this 
autumn season, the Red Mass will be celebrated in major U.S. cities 
and around the world. In 1999, the Archbishop of Philadelphia 
started his homily for the Red Mass with the words, “What a 
collection of people.” It truly was a collection of individuals – 
Muslim, Jew, Christian – people of many colors and languages 
gathered under one roof to pray to the One God, Creator of all and 
Giver of Gifts. 
Two weeks ago, a group of students, faculty and staff gathered in the 
Sister Camille Kliehban Conference Center to celebrate the Mass of 
the Holy Spirit. Like the Red Mass for civil and church lawyers, the 
Mass of the Holy Spirit has been celebrated on university campuses 
for hundreds of years, invoking the wisdom of God in the pursuit of 
learning. What a collection of people it was!
In the first reading, from his first letter to the Corinthians 12: 4-13, 
we heard Paul say, “There are different kinds of spiritual gifts but 
the same Spirit; there are different workings but the same God who 
produces all of them in everyone.  To one is given through the Spirit 
the expression of wisdom; to another mighty deeds; to another 
healing. But one in the same Spirit produces all of these.”
What a collection of people make up the face of Cardinal Stritch 
University, their diversity of color, language, lifestyle, faith and 
culture, all united in life by One Creator God.  Ours is a collection 
of people who share countless gifts from God that must be seen 
not as a threat because the gift offered by the individual may be 
“different,” but as a blessing because the person offering the gift 
is a child of God. What a wonderful collection of people we are, 
possessing countless gifts offered to one another, to the Church, to 
the people of God, to the city of Milwaukee, to the United States, 
to the world.
I believe there are people in this University community who can 
do mighty deeds, like breaking down the oppressive structures of 
racism, sexism, poverty and disease, as well as rebuild a more just 
society and world order. 
I believe that within this University community there are people 
who can speak the wisdom of God, to speak from God’s heart and 
God’s point of view and not from the point of view of government 
or popular culture.
I believe that within the Stritch community there are gifted healers 
called to heal individuals and communities, not only physical 
healing but spiritual and emotional healing, healing broken hearts 
and relationships, healing the wounds of war and violence.
The power of the Spirit of God is immeasurable, the force is 
incalculable. What God’s Holy Spirit needs is minds and hearts 
not afraid to accept this holy and awesome power. Through his 
teachings, healings and service to the sick and the sinner, the rich 
and the poor, Jesus Christ showed us the power of God’s Spirit and 
what one could do because of faith.  I believe only a few people 
have truly tapped into the power of God’s Holy Spirit, like Francis 
of Assisi, Mahatma Gandhi, Dorothy Day, and Martin Luther King 
Jr. Francis’ total reliance on the power of God’s Holy Spirit moved 
this spoiled, rich, would-be knight to become one of the pillars 
of his medieval world and the church. As he was writing the Rule 
of Life for his brothers and sisters in religion, Francis said to his 
friend, Brother Leo, “The Holy Spirit, the general minister of the 
Order, rests equally upon the poor and simple, the learned and rich” 
(Remembrance of the Desire of a Soul).
In a simple word, the Holy Spirit of God rests in you and me, 
waiting to be tapped to do mighty deeds and move our world to 
action. Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful people and 
kindle in us the mighty fire of your wisdom, love and service.
Peace and all good!
Father Jim Gannon, OFM
Message from Father Jim Gannon
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Stritch’s new City Center location at the Brewery redevelopment 
in downtown Milwaukee can now receive mail from the U.S. 
Postal Service.
Until now, mail sent to faculty and staff at the City Center had 
to be routed through the main campus mailroom and dropped off 
at City Center daily. From now on, the postal service will deliver 
directly to the front desk inside the first floor entrance at City 
Center Monday through Friday. No mail will be delivered on 
Saturdays, as the building is closed. Please note the correct ZIP 
code listed to the right:
Cardinal Stritch University City Center
1037 W. McKinley Ave.
Milwaukee, WI 53205
All interoffice mail addressed to faculty or staff at City Center must 
still be sent through the main campus mailroom. It will be collected 
and delivered daily to City Center. Please direct any questions to 
Laura Ebert in the mailroom.




Dr. Helen Sobehart will reflect on University accomplishments of the last year and offer a 
preview to the work that lies ahead. Refreshments will be served in the lobby immediately 
after the address.
All faculty and staff members are welcome.
For individuals who cannot attend, the address will be recorded and posted to 
MyStritch afterward.
State of the University Address
Wisconsin First Lady Jessica Doyle visited Cardinal Stritch 
University to participate in donating a large collection for the 
Sojourner Family Peace Center, which provides services for those 
who have been touched by domestic violence. 
Donated items included deodorant, bath towels, pillows, baby 
bottles, diapers, books, and toys. The collection project began several 
weeks ago in the College of Business and Management, which 
requires all students in one of their beginning classes to participate 
in a community service project.
The Sojourner Family Peace Center offers an emergency crisis 
shelter, advocacy, domestic violence hotline, and anger management 
counseling. Thanks to the efforts of this organization, hundreds of 
families have escaped the cycle of violence to raise their children in 
a safe and nurturing environment. 
With this year’s emphasis on the Franciscan value of creating 
a caring community, organizers worked to make this drive a 
tangible reminder to recipients that they are not alone, and that the 
community will support them though their difficult time. 
“It was very gratifying to see so many people making donations, and 
even more impressive to see how we filled up the supply room at 
the shelter,” said Dr. Clara Brennan, dean of the College of Business 
and Management. “This is the second year that the staff and faculty 
of the college have organized a service project demonstrating our 
commitment to the Franciscan values and ‘walking the talk.’”
Stritch commemorates Sept. 11 with donation to 
Sojourner Family Peace Center  Wisconsin First Lady Jessica Doyle lends a hand
An immunization clinic for the seasonal flu will take place from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 22 in both the Student Health Center 
(Clare Hall, room 147) and the Student Union.
Please note that this immunization is for the seasonal flu and NOT 
the H1N1 (swine) flu.
Staff and faculty should bring a copy of their Stritch insurance 
information as the immunization will be billed to their account.
For staff and faculty not covered by the Stritch insurance health 
plan, the vaccine is $25, or the flu mist is $35 (as available).
Questions can be directed to the Student Health Center at ext. 4096.
Seasonal flu immunizations offered Sept. 22
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The Troubadour supports the overall mission, goals and 
objectives of Cardinal Stritch University, and is meant to 
serve as a communications tool for the campus community.
If you have feedback or story ideas, please contact Public 
Relations at prdept@stritch.edu.
 
For complete information on University public relations, 
media relations and publications, please see the PR 
brochure, which is available in My Stritch by clicking on 
“Public Relations Information” in the “Other Employee Info 
Pages” folder under the “Employee Info” tab. 
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Looking for back issues of The Troubadour?
Back issues of The Troubadour can be found in MyStritch. 
After logging in, click the “Employee Info” tab and select 
“Troubadour” in the left-hand column. Issues are posted 
in descending order by date and have brief descriptions of 
content. Click on the link you wish to access.
The Troubadour
Stritch’s Office of Multicultural Relations and the Office of 
Cultural Diversity at Carroll University are working together 
to plan the second annual Civil Rights Pilgrimage, which is 
scheduled to take place Jan. 4-13, 2010. The trip is intended 
to explore the history of the civil rights movement in Atlanta, 
Memphis, and three cities in Alabama: Montgomery, Bir-
mingham and Selma. Participants will visit landmarks, attend 
lectures, interact with students from predominantly black col-
leges, and engage in reflection activities to process the journey. 
Although the purpose of the trip is to educate current stu-
dents, all Stritch community members and alumni who are 
interested are welcome to join. The pilgrimage is an immer-
sion experience beyond the ordinary, meant to educate par-
ticipants on the history of the civil rights movement and the 
Jim Crow era. Participants will meet with Joanne Bland, co-
founder and director of the National Voting Rights Museum 
and Institute in Selma, Ala., who was actively involved in the 
struggle of the Jim Crow era and spoke at Stritch in January 
2009. Her personal accounts of the time period provide a 
powerful and personal means of encouraging reflection, which 
will result in a greater understanding of our nation’s history 
of oppression and the many ways in which it still exists in our 
society.
Students will participate in a number of service opportunities 
while on the trip, such as volunteering in a daycare or inter-
viewing Jim Crow era activists for a new interactive install-
ment in the National Voting Rights Museum. In addition, 
a blog will be maintained from the road so that people can 
follow the trip as it’s happening.
Your help is needed to make this pilgrimage a reality. The 
total cost for the trip is $750 per person for the 10-day expe-
rience. In order to make the trip affordable, students are only 
being charged $400 of that cost, which means the rest needs 
to be raised. You can help by making a donation, purchas-
ing concessions at campus sporting events, or supporting the 
Civil Rights Pilgrimage through an upcoming fundraising 
day at a local Culver’s (date and details forthcoming). Because 
these activities will cover only part of the trip’s total cost, your 
generous assistance would be greatly appreciated.
For more information or to make a donation, please contact 
Darrell Lofton at dlofton@stritch.edu or (414) 410-4196.
      YOUR DONATION MATTERS      
      Below is a list of what your generosity can do for the   
      students and the trip.
 $50: one student’s gate fees
 $75: one student’s meals
 $100: half of one student’s transportation costs
 $500: sponsor one student’s total costs plus 2/3 
           of another’s transportation
 *For any donation of $50 or more, you will receive a  
   DVD of the trip as a thank you for your support.
Office of Multicultural Relations seeks participants 
and support for Civil Rights Pilgrimage Jan. 4-13, 2010
Civil Rights 
Pilgrimage Jan. 4-13, 2010
Learn, see and touch history







For more information, contact Darrell Lofton 
at (414) 410-4196 or dlofton@stritch.edu
